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Two of our mission partners are involved with
A Rocha. Revd. Dr Dave Bookless is Director
of Theology with A Rocha International. A
Rocha is a worldwide charity working in 22
countries and the international division is the
body that supports the national teams,
publicising the work at an international level and fostering new initiatives. Three
programmes bring together A Rocha teams around the world for collaboration,
sharing best practice and offering a peer group for support and international
perspective: Theology and Churches Global Programme, Marine Global
Programme and the Tropical Forests Programme.
A Rocha is identified by five core commitments and to a practical outworking
of each:
Christian – Biblical faith in the living God, who made the world, loves it, and
entrusts it to the care of human society.
Conservation – Research for the conservation and restoration of the natural
world, including running environmental education programmes for people of all
ages.
Community – Through their commitment to God, each other and wider creation,
developing good relationships both within the A Rocha family and in local
communities.
Cross-cultural – Drawing on the insights and skills of people from diverse
cultures, both locally and around the world.
Cooperation – Working in partnership with a wide variety of organisations and
individuals who share the concern for a sustainable world.
We recently heard this from Dave Bookless: “We had a
wonderful global A Rocha ‘online family festival’ in June with
staff teams from around the world taking part in a week of
worship, discussion, sharing short films about our work, and
talks from some leading thinkers on science and theology.
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Within the International Team, several key people have serious health
issues affecting them or close family. Please pray for protection,
healing and strength.”

Members of the WCT were recently delighted to meet
Andy Worthington, Head of Church Relations for Open
Doors UK & Ireland. Andy spoke to us via Zoom, and the 3 minute interview
will be shown at morning services on 1st August. Please watch it!
In the meantime, Andy asked us to join with others around the
globe to pray for the people in Syria who we are delighted to
support with regular funding:
 That Syrian Christians who have been displaced within the country are able
to return safely to their homes.
 That those persecuted believers who come from a Muslim background are
able to withstand the abuse to which they are subjected – social,
psychological and even physical.
 Pray for the health of Syrians. War has left countless families internally
displaced. This can mean they are living in cramped conditions in camps,
where hygiene is poor, and that increases the prevalence of COVID-19.
“Our prayers can go where we cannot” – these telling words were spoken by
the founder of Open Doors, Andrew van der Bijl (known as Brother Andrew) in
1955, when he decided to smuggle Bibles to discriminated Christians in
Communist Poland.
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Update on
Project Hub
by Jane
Cacouris

"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
Project Hub, a community development initiative to support entrepreneurship in
young people, has been running since 2019 in Rio de Janeiro, and was officially
made an NGO in Brazil (given charity status) in 2020. Following a recent vision
and planning meeting with our Board and leadership team, I felt God give me
the verse from Jeremiah (see above) for Project Hub. We as Christians believe
that God has a plan for the life of each human being who He loves deeply, and
that each person has a set of unique talents, gifts and skills. God wants us to
flourish or prosper as human beings, and there
is much research that shows that in order to
flourish, we need to routinely experience hope
and live lives of purpose and meaning. This
verse inspires our vision for Project Hub - to
help build hope and a future for disadvantaged
young people across Rio de Janeiro, impacting
the communities they live in.

The COVID-19 pandemic has meant that all our mentoring and courses have
moved online for the past year. Not ideal in the relational society that is
prevalent in Brazil, and where technology is intermittent and unreliable in the
favela community where Project Hub works. However, we are now able to meet
in the Hub space again, face-to-face. Other developments over the past year
include the following:
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We have employed a Community Mobiliser we felt that our reach within the community
was limited, so we have sought out and
contracted a community resident who is well
connected across the whole community, and
can help us reach more isolated and
disadvantaged individuals who could benefit
from the project.
 We are now offering counselling and psychotherapy from a trained team
of psychotherapists for those entrepreneurs on the programme who
feel they need it. This is with the hope that a holistic approach to
addressing deep-rooted personal and emotional issues linked to
traumas from growing up in a dangerous and poor community, can build
confidence, well-being and self-esteem.
 We are launching our first crowd-funding campaign specifically for the
participants businesses. The entrepreneurs have submitted proposals
for an amount of capital they want to raise, and details of what this
would be spent on. The campaign will focus on social media traction
under the umbrella of Project Hub.
 We felt we needed to focus more on the Christian distinctiveness of the
project. We have therefore assigned the role of spearheading this to one
of the Board members who is a Pastor, and we are developing a strategy
to ensure our Christian values and mission to
bring people to Christ stay at the front and
centre of what we do.
If you would like to support the Crowd Funding
campaign to help support our entrepreneurs, please
do read more about it here.
Support santa marta entrepreneurs |
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Save the date – Sat 16 October.
th

Have fun while we fundraise!

Has your
home group linked with
a mission partner? If
not, contact World
Church Team to find out
more.

For information about any of the above, please contact St Paul’s World Church
Team: Karen Wheatley, Carlton Beasley, Annabel Blanch, Sally Hulbert, Jonathan
Papworth, Elizabeth Shaw and Sue Swain-Fossey
worldchurch@stpaulsdorking.org.uk
More information about our Mission Partners:
A Rocha - Dave Bookless; Kailean and Kim Khongsai;
Centre de la Réconciliation - Lille; New Hope Children's Centre - Kenya;
Jenny and Stuart O; Oasis, Mumbai - India; Open Doors - Syria;
Penny and Juan Carlos Marcés - Peru

