St Paul’s Dorking Small Groups | Sunday 26th Feb 2017
Read Philippians 4:21-23
Introduction: We come to the last of our studies in Philippians. We have been discovering some of the key words that
inform how we are to “be”, or as Paul puts it in verse 3:13, the things we are to be “working out”.
This week we look at the final word “Grace”. For Paul he can think of no better way to
end his letter (and indeed all his letters) by reminding his readers of the all sufficient and
all important grace of his Lord “May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.”
By this, Paul is in effect saying….
“I have every confidence that the free and underserved favour of God that rest upon you,
and is at work at the very centre of your being, is all you need to enjoy and increasingly
experience everything I have been telling you about living a life with God both
individually and together ”
Philippians Re-cap: Paul’s complete-360’ Gospel is outlined in this book:
Looking back to what it means to be put right with God. “You are filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ.” 1:11 “Not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ.” 3:9
Looking forward to a new destiny and a final conclusion “I press on towards the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 3:14 “But our citizenship
is heaven and we eagerly await a Saviour from there.” 3:20
Looking outwards to a world that needs Christ. “The important thing is this - that in every
way Christ is preached.” 1:18 “Shine like stars amongst a crooked and depraved generation
as you hold out the word of life.” 2:15-16
Looking inwards to a sense of contentment and transformation. “I have learnt the secret of
being content in any and every situation - I can do everything through Christ who gives me
strength.”4:12-13 “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made
perfect but I press on to take hold of what Christ Jesus took hold of me.”3:12-13
Looking around to see unity, joy and Christ-likeness. “Make my joy complete by being
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of
selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourself….
Your attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus.” 2:1-5
So what does this mean for us?
Paul had a passion for progress - He outlines to his readers that everything has been
given to them in Christ to enjoy a wholeness and fullness of life in Christ Jesus but that life
is to be outworked, discovered, unlocked, cherished and allowed to breath
at the very centre of their being. “Continue to work out your salvation in fear and trembling
for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” 3: 12-13
Grace Inside: We may be familiar with this little label that sits on our computer.
It indicates that your computer is powered by, governed by, activated by
and wholly dependent on, the Intel processor. Paul has the same view of
grace - the life of Christ at the very centre of our being, is to govern our
lives, power up our Christ-likeness and activate the life of God within us,
as we learn to rely upon it , and trust and live in dependence upon it.

Questions to discuss: Icebreaker: How do you sign off your letters, emails,
or texts? What do find most annoying or useful these days?
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

As you reflect on Philippians what have you learnt or have
been most touched by?
What strikes you most when you look backwards, forwards
or outwards on your Christian life?
Paul had a passion for progress. Do you feel you are progressing
in your life with God? What are the road-blocks? How might we
avoid the “law of diminishing returns” as we get older in our
faith?
What does a Grace–inside life like look like for you as an
individual, for your group, or for us as a church community?
What might be some of the hallmarks of a “grace inside” life?

So what does a grace–inside life look like?
360° look at
Philippians

